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MICHAEL TALKS IN YEOVIL

On Monday 28" November myself and
my daughter drove to our local theatre,
Westlands Entertainment Centre in Yeovil,
just a mere 30 minute drive away. Michael
was there to talk about his new book
‘Backstage Betrayal’ and were lucky and
quite excited to have gotten seats in the
middle of the third row, so I knew we were
in for a good view.

Michael came onstage to a loud round
of applause and was looking very happy
and smiley. The lady interviewer from
BBC Somerset was very good and Michael
was his usual chatty, charming and very
funny self, telling lots of anecdotes about
various shows etc. He talked a lot about
the current Les Misérables arena tour, how
fantastic he thinks the whole production is
and he also said how he doesn’t look upon
Javert as a wicked man. He likened it to
the Old and New Testaments of the Bible
with Javert believing in the Old Testament
of a crime being committed and due
punishment must be served. Whereas
Valjean represents the New Testament
in that someone who has already served
their sentence for a crime can become a
changed man and do good in the world.

I personally thought that was a great
analogy.

Now we all know Michael can talk the
hind legs off a donkey and he certainly
did, he obviously made some references
to the forthcoming tour with Alfie, which
he is really looking forward to, and lots of
very funny stories, often making himself
crease up with laughter as well as the
audience! I was determined to try and get
to talk to Michael in the Q & A session
which I was lucky enough to achieve with
the aid of the microphone.

As a lady had before me had asked
the question which I was going to ask,
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about recording the audio books, I still
managed to keep my cool (although I
did stutter with my opening of “Hello
Michael”) and instead thanked him for
all the joy and happiness he has given
everyone with his wonderful voice, all the
songs he has sung, theatre shows and the
wonderful roles he has played, as well as
his concerts. All the time I was talking he
held his hands together in front of him and
had this wonderful expression of listening
to everything I was saying. He was so
humble in his reply which was “Aww
thank you my lovely, it’s so kind of you
to say that and it really means a lot.” I
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also couldn’t help mentioning the audio
recording of his book and how brilliant
I thought it was in making the characters
come so vividly to life with his wonderful
characterisations and accents and how
much I was looking forward to hearing
the new one. He replied that was so good
to hear as it was a lot of hard work getting
those recorded.

A truly wonderful and most entertaining
evening. Getting to talk to him was
especially important for me, because I did
put a post on the Fan Club Facebook page
about meeting Michael for the first time
ever at the stage door before his concert
in Bath. In spite of carefully rehearsing
what I was going to say during the three
hours we were patiently waiting for him
to arrive, as well as having my ticket in
my pocket for him to sign, I totally went
to pieces and forgot everything! Standing
there next to him all I could think of was
“you have to say something you numpty”
and I came out with... “So Michael, did
you have a good journey here?” Oh no! In
all fairness he even replied nicely to that
saying “Yes I did thank you,” but I was

totally mortified! , .58V WS UeF W AR
Yeovil certainly made up for that - he These pictures were taken at the Tunbridge Wells book festival in May. It was a super
truly is one heck of a lovely man. evening and | was selected to ask Michael a question which made him laugh. He asked me
if | had been speaking to Cathy!
Linda Neal Rosemary Mackinnon
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‘HARMONIES AND HAMPERS' IN
HUDDERSFIELD

Sue (Walker) drove myself, Val
Standing and Ros Spencer from
Warrington to just outside Huddersfield.
We eventually found The Almondbury
Wesleyan Cricket Club after driving round
and round in circles!

It was heaving down with rain by the
time we parked up and finally braved the
elements to queue at the nearest gate.
Here, we joined several other hardy fans
including Claire and her Mum, Janet.

All of us were pretty soaked but in good
spirits, especially when Michael suddenly
appeared in front of us, climbing the steps
to the back of the stage to rehearse. He
waved and smiled at us and proceeded to
give a quick rendition of ‘Singing in the
Rain’, ha ha! We got an appreciative
wave too, as he left to enjoy his cheese
and chutney sandwiches, before the very
friendly security let us in. (I think they felt
sorry for us!)

Anyway, Sue, Val, Ros and I managed
to grab a great spot just outside the V.I.P.
area to the left of the stage. The amazing
thing was that by the time we’d settled
down to enjoy our picnics and proseccos,
the sun came out and it turned into a
gorgeous, warm afternoon. ‘The sun
shines on the righteous’ as they say!

At mid-afternoon, Jenne Lee-James,
Michael’s special guest, gave a fantastic
performance of some of The West End’s
best musical hits, including ‘Let It Go’
from Frozen and many more. She was
recently the lead character, Elsa in the
stage version of the musical.

Jenne has a wonderful voice and has
previously toured with Hugh Jackman on
his World Arena Tour called ‘The Man.
The Music. The Show.’” Jenne has also
performed with Take That and has a debut
album out called ‘On The Edge’.

As 5pm approached, everyone was

BY JEN GARNER
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getting excited and suddenly Callum
appeared, so we knew Michael wasn’t
far away. He had walked from the back
of the cricket field, through the edge of
the crowd, then passed where we were
patiently waiting. Michael waved as he
climbed the steps again before appearing
front stage to a tumultuous welcome.

Oh my goodness, he was totally on top
form and gave us a fabulous concert! I'm
not about to list all the songs he sang as they
were mostly from his latest tour’s setlist,
such as ‘Coming Home To You’, ‘Tennessee
Dreams’, ‘The Gambler’, ‘The Song We
Will Remember’, ‘Anthem’, ‘Stars’, ‘The
Rose’, ‘I Just Can’t Help Believing’, ‘I’ll
Never Fall In Love Again’ etc. and of course
finishing with ‘One Step Out Of Time’ and
“You Can’t Stop The Beat’.

True to form, Michael always makes his
concerts fresh and new whilst entertaining
his audience with his stories and banter.
He teased about the weather, reminiscing
about another Yorkshire outdoor concert
at Scarborough, when it never gave up

pouring down and we all got drenched
including Michael and the band! He also
opened Almondbury by proclaiming that he
was “The Tribute Act” — this was because
lots of people just didn’t believe it was the
real Michael coming to perform a charity
concert in a cricket field in Yorkshire!

As always it all passed in a flash and
yet again we got acknowledgment as he
left the stage. We were all very happy
people.

Another very memorable moment was
yet to come. The car-park had become
a complete mud bath and all the cars
and vehicles were just stuck, including
us. However, the Security Staff were
completely amazing, pushing everyone out
of the sodden ground. They, themselves
were splattered with mud from head to
foot but couldn’t have been more helpful,
cheerful and friendly. I have never come
across such a great group of staff ever.

Bravo Almondbury Wesleyan Cricket
Club!
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Fan Katrina
Heath settles
down for the
show
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NUMBER 1 AGAIN!

>

Michael Ball and Alfie Boe have had
a successful partnership, with five top 5
albums, three number 1°’s, two Classic Brit
Awards, and three sold-out arena tours.
Now with the release of their latest record,
‘Together At Home’, they’ve managed to
secure their fourth number 1 album!

‘Together At Home’ features a selection

BALL R B0
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of beloved homegrown songs, including
hits like ‘Proud,” ‘Rule The World,’
and ‘Welcome Home’ and it has been
extremely well received.

“I can’t believe it, our fourth Number
1 album!” Michael said, reacting to the
news. “Alfie Boe, I bloody love you! I
want to say thank you to everyone who’s

FAN CLUB

worked so hard to make this happen. Most
importantly, I want to thank all the fans
who’ve gone out and bought it and have
loved it. That’s why we do what we do —
we do it for you!

“This is an extraordinary bit of icing
on the cake — I couldn’t be happier. It’s
incredibly special.”

Meanwhile, Alfie, in his wusual
understated style, reacted by saying
“We’re Number 1, I’m absolutely thrilled!
Thank you to everybody that’s got us
here, I couldn’t wish for better. I'm going
to celebrate with fish and chips after this,
I’m pushing the boat out!”

The pair will head out on another UK
arena tour next year to promote the record
— full details can be found on the back
cover of this issue.

MICHAEL ALFILE
BALL B O E

TOGETHER AT HOME
L%\/ %
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I was at Henley Literature Festival to
see Michael... it was a great evening! He
was so enthusiastic and entertaining telling
us about his new book and some theatre
tales! I was lucky enough to have a photo
with Michael and took a couple during the
event.

Kate Smith
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MICHAEL BALL'S

BROADWAY BANGERS

FAN CLUB

Michael’s “West End Bangers’ were part
of ‘Radio 2’s Festival in the Park’ held at
Moor Park, Preston, Lancs.

This was quite a ‘Party’ hosting many
artists from Sting, to The Sugababes, The
Pet Shop Boys, The Manic Street Preachers,
Gabrielle and Snow Patrol to name but a
few.

The British Summer let us down again
with the weather but the rain did nothing to
dampen the spirits of the entertainers and
visitors to this party!

Fortunately, Sue, Val, Rose and I found
ourselves in front of a very impressive DJ
Stage undercover in a large marquee.

12 noon came quickly enough and a
nervous Michael bounced onto the set
wearing a silver Phantom mask which he
duly threw out into the audience. He needn’t
have been nervous because from start
to finish he was a revelation, embracing
the whole experience of becoming a DJ,
throwing himself into all the tracks, singing
and dancing with all the actions to boot!

From Phantom Of The Opera, to The

ON THE BALL
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Rocky Horror Show, to Grease, Wicked,
Joseph, Mamma Mia, Hairspray, The
Sound of Music — which 1 have to say
was one of my favourites, we had them
all — not forgetting a lovely rendition of
‘Love Changes Everything’. That had the
whole marquee swaying and waving their
arms, thoroughly enjoying themselves and
caught up in the moment.

The audience loved every minute,
singing and dancing from beginning to
the end. Michael had them in the palm of
his hands! Sally ‘Traffic’, Scott Mills and
Rylan also appeared on stage, joining in the
fun and games.

The set, lighting and arrangements
were terrific, the atmosphere electric with
fireworks and Radio 2 shirts shot out of a
T-shirt gun left, right and centre.

I wasn’t sure what to expect, although
I knew it would be different and special.
Michael gave it his all and was fantastic!

We stayed for Sara Cox, Paddy
McGuinness and DJ Spoony but gave in

after these, for food and sustenance.

Jen Garner.

Michael was keenly supporting his step-
granddaughter Grace Crompton earlier, as
she was representing Team GB in Rugby
Sevens at the Paris Olympics. Grace has
only been playing rugby for four years, but
she has already announced herself on the
world stage.

The winger scored six tries on her debut
for GB Sevens when they won gold at the
Women’s Fast Four in Vancouver. Grace
was then awarded an England central
contract for Sevens Rugby before making
her England U20s debut in March. She
combines her rugby with a degree in sport
management & coaching.

“He always tells me that he never thought
he would be cheering on women’s Rugby
Sevens, but here he is now,” Grace said.
“He watches every stop on the series
with my grandma. They put on the live
stream with a glass of wine in hand and
watch all day.”

“They are the biggest supporters ever, and
| guess he’s great at what he does as well. |
will never say no to a bit of Les Mis on the
team bus!”

ON THE BALL
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CAMERON MACKINTOSH
PRESENTS

. gggg;%ﬁ?{;'s Lts
Miserable

LYRICS BY HERBERT KRETZMER

WORLD TOUR

Cameron Mackintosh’s production of Boublil and Schonberg’s LES MISERABLES: THE ARENA SPECTACULAR hit the road as part of a
World Tour performing in over |15 countries and regions worldwide. As the beloved musical phenomenon enters its 40th revolutionary
year in London, this spectacular production has an extraordinary new design specifically created for larger venues.

The show features Michael as Javert and Alfie Boe as Jean Valjean at selected performances, with Bradley Jaden and Killian Donnelly
taking over those roles in the shows Michael and Alfie are not booked for. Other notable cast members include Bonnie Langford and
Matt Lucas.

The Arena Spectacular has been touring the UK, with Luxembourg, Switzerland, Italy, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, The Netherlands,
Australia, Japan and China to follow, with more worldwide destinations to be announced. Michael and Alfie have announced they will
both perform at the Australian dates next year.

Performance photos by Danny Kaan.
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The first time | got in contact with the
music of Les Misérables was in the 1990s,
when | had a copy of the German cast
recording on a tape. | loved it back then,
but the tape got lost over the years and |
didn't think of it anymore until | stumbled
across Michael many years later. There it
was again. The love for the music hadn't
changed.

| started to watch the recordings of the
anniversary shows and, again years later,
finally managed to see the musical in the
West End, wondering why it had taken
me so long. When the arena tour was
announced, | briefly thought that it would
be nice to see it, but the venues were
far away, so | didn't bother trying. Things
changed when the cast was announced. A
chance to see both Michael and Alfie in it
— live — couldn't be missed. | successfully
convinced my partner, who's not too keen
on musicals, to consider a trip to the UK.
First win! Next problem - the date of
the show had to be during some school
holidays, so that the whole family could
go. The first two possible venues sold
out faster than | could clarify any holiday
options. Maybe it wasn't meant to be.

Months later it somehow dawned on

me that the first Aberdeen dates also fit
into our autumn holidays. | checked and...
there were tickets left! In addition to the
tickets | found an affordable flight, so there
was nothing more to think about. Off we
went for a wonderful week in Edinburgh
and Aberdeen!

When we arrivedin Scotland, | informed
the family that | had bought three tickets
for Les Mis. My partner had guessed so, my
daughter was not impressed at all. Why
this musical again, as | had already seen it
a couple of times? And why did she have
to come along? Reluctantly the girl joined
in, knowing that she had no other choice!
The bus transfer from the city to the P&]
live arena was perfect. When there, our
madame discovered the cast list, stating
Michael and Alfie were starring in it. Now
it dawned on her. Mum, Michael and this
other guy... In order to survive the show,
a huge box of popcorn had to be bought
and we went to our seats. The music
started and our teen sat there, listening,
watching, not uttering even the tiniest of
complaints. During the interval there was
a sudden interest in the merch stand. She
bought a bag and a CD. Maybe the show
wasn’t that bad after all!

X FAN CLUB

| loved everything. The cast was brilliant,
| especially enjoyed the guys who played
Enjolras and Marius (besides Michael and
Alfie, of course). | was more than happy
to finally see Michael as Javert in a live
concert. He (and Alfie) were perfect. |
had seen the DVD of the Staged Concert
again and again, but nothing recorded
comes up to any live performance. Besides
the singing, | — just as in Aspects Of Love
last year - marvelled at Michael's acting
skills. His facial expressions, sometimes
just minimalistic ones, transferred very
well Javert's thoughts and feelings. Simply
perfection. Time flew by and everything was
over way too fast. Cameron Mackintosh
and his team have staged another awesome
version of this great musical and have again
succeeded in casting so many talented
people. The show was worth every penny,
time and travel efforts.

And for the final success: our teen loved
the show and Les Mis has a new fan. | do
not need to put the music on, it's already
playing when | come home. Plus — Michael
got extra credit for having been the
performer with the best diction (the only
one our girl could understand completely).
What more could | ask for?

Ines Hantke

-
-

\ /
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Michael and Alfie spread the word about the
new album ‘Together At Home’ by visiting
various HMV branches around the country to
sign copies and meet fans. Here is a selection
of pictures from those events.
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Katrina Moia, Liverpool
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Jules Wagki'ns, Manchester

BN - . s =
Jen Garner and Val Standing,
with Michael commenting “We’re
here too!”

Amanda Leé’s 86 year old mum
meeting the boys at HMV Leeds  Sarah Gittins, London
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Julia Atkinson, who owns Happy Cakes UK Ltd in Oxford presented Mlchael and Alfie some
themed cakes with edible printed album toppers - much to their delight!
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BALL & BOEALBUM LAUNCH AT PRYIM

by Ruth Price

| was lucky enough to be able to attend both of the Ball & Boe
‘Together At Home’ album launch shows at Pryzm. It was lovely
to catch up with old friends and make new ones while waiting in
the queue. This is one of the joys of going to these events, even
alone — everyone is so friendly. Here are a couple of pics from
the first show of album launch day. The boys gave us a taster of
the new record which was great to hear live and there was also
a Q&A session.

One of the questions was “What is your secret skill ?” Michael
said it was making origami birds and Alfie said he could split an
apple with his bare hands. The pictures show Michael as pleased
as punch with his result... and Alfie having a bit of trouble!

ON THE BALL
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MAGIC AT THE PALLADIUM

Magic Radio hosted a cast of West End stars for an unforgettable afternoon of musical performances from the most iconic and best loved
stage shows, alongside a chorus of Christmas classics. Hosted by Magic at the Musicals presenter Lucie Jones and theatre star David
Hunter, and backed by a world-class band, Magic Radio's West End Christmas brought a touch of festive magic to the London Palladium
with sensational performances from actress and singer Carrie Hope Fletcher, Lucie and David, as well as a special guest appearance from
Michael Ball and Alfie Boe as they took to the stage with musical theatre hits and their favourite Christmas songs. They sang ‘Rule The
World’, ‘Up Where We Belong’, Tll Be Back’ and ‘It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas’. It was also a rare chance to see Michael
without his beard, as he'd forgotten to put his trim guard on his razor! Helen McCulloch was there to capture these pictures.
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Fan Club member Julie Vidler wrote this Christmas poem using the titles of songs from Michael's Christmas albums.
She also created the festive image to go with it.

Christmas time, that time of year ‘It's Beginning To Look Like
For ‘Mistletoe And Wine’ food, and beer Christmas’ now
With a feast of food, to make
Whilst putting up the Christmas tree people go WOW

Michael's music, fills me with glee

Presents under the Christmas tree

Christmas albums full of festive fun ‘I Believe’ there's one for me
With lots of songs to sing or hum

On the TV Carol's play

From ‘White Christmas’ to ‘Silent Night’ To bring us joy on Christmas day
Classic songs that will delight

After all the food and drink

Heart warming they give you a glow Time for a nap in the chair, I think

Or is it the wine, I just don't know!
Let's do it again for New Year

‘My Christmas Will Be Better Than Yours’ With friends and family far
A song to bring a smile for sure and near
‘As Long As There's Christmas’ Who knows what next year
it'll always be precious time for family will bring
I'm sure they'll be
‘Driving Home For Christmas’ I see exciting things

Inflatable Santa's and Christmas trees
Merry Christmas one and all
“The Spirit Of Christmas’, roast turkey ‘Happy New Year’
and mulled wine Michael Ball!
Tree lights twinkling, a sight divine

PENPALS THE MICHAEL BALL FAN CLUB ONLINE

The fans below would love to hear

from other fans of Michael: www.mbfanclub.co.uk

PAT ALEXANDER The Michael Ball Fan Club is now completely free to join — simply visit the
email: alexanderpatricia20@yahoo.com website address above and register your email address and you will receive
notifications every time there is some Michael Ball news to report. There is also
a members area where you can download past issues of On The Ball and access

Michael’s past Infoline messages.
LINDA STROUDE
email: lindastroude4@gmail.com The password to access it is: MBFC32

KATHRYN HORNER

Interested to know if anyone wants to
meet up once a month in Wigan?

email: kathrynhorner47 @gmail.com

Sandra Rhead
email: sandra.rhead@outlook.com

Sandra would love to hear from
anyone living in the Dorset area.
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TCHSETHER AT HOME
UK TOUR 2025

MARCH

SAT 29 CARDIFF UTILITA ARENA

SUN 30 BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE
APRIL

TUE 01 NOTIINGHAM MOTORPOINT ARENA
WED 02 NEWCASTLE UTILITA ARENA

FRI 04 MANCHESTER AO ARENA

SAT 05 LIVERPOOL M&S BANK ARENA
MON 07 ABERDEEN P&J LIVE

TUE 08 GLASGOW OVO HYDRO

THU 10 LEEDS FIRST DIRECT ARENA
FRI 11 BIRMINGHAM BP PULSE LIVE

SUN 13 LONDON THE O2

MON 14 BRIGHTON CENTRE

RELEASED 8™ VIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT LIVENATION.EU

= ", NEW ALBUM TICKETS ON SALE NOW =
TOGETHER AT HOME LIVENATION.CO.UK GIGSANDTOURS.COM ‘
NOVEMBER
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A LUIVE NATION & SIM CONCERTS PRESENTATION




