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Here 108 are at the end oj KRN3 with ocr very irsSt Aéu_// colocir iSSiie.
However, Some thingS don't change and 'S been another 5)(@/7‘//18;/8( berSy year
jmﬂ /‘//’C’Jmui/. He twas S/#mg in the BBC Radio R Stiidio recording hisS
guk&ia,éf n/gj# Arogramme, tohen ke qot the phone call from 77V, aSK’/ng /f he
cowld pleaSe come and hLoST the Pearil 0'6»“44%‘/ Shoew Aéo»ﬂ Fhem. /”//ahas/ Says
gss,duﬁs% It e Kknow when, #o thich ﬁ'iér’ reply... in a cowple oéé horirs!

Hi Evzrér/ons

Once again ocir thanks g0 oct fo EVEryone tho SendS oS phOFOS and.
rzpmﬂ%sﬁ POSSible incliSion in thiS magazing. (Ohen tog torote and +told yorr
that Live Nation worild wot be prodircing. an official ROVY calendar yorir
reSponSe toasS brilliant asS yorr will See. /{//a,lig thanksS as altays g0 #o
JameS 1oho fanfas%/aa//ér/ managed o prodiice the piil/~out calendar Section.

AS yorr will have read in /‘///ahai/'s letter (ges, LE knot that'S the fms%
%A/ng moSt o yorr read ) there are going- fo be 104S of new cha//sng;g ahtad
fmﬂ /L//a/muz:/ HEXT year. He fold S Fhat Vietoria (Wooas BBC f/’/m ”Tubb%
and Eunid’ will take Ja,kua,r‘# and Fibhu_amg 7o j//m.

(e St alSo thank ChrisS and Pat tor all their work, Aundreco and live
Neation Lor Fheir Scpport and +hoSe o yocr who aonsﬂun%/ér/ POST on the
jor‘u_m and ﬁaaebook every it Suippet of HWES Fhat POAS Lip.

&)/S’A/Ag, EVEryone a very /‘/gmﬂg ChristmasS and a ﬁ/a;),bérf #za/ﬁ% MNewo LZ/z:ch.

/.ove
/‘/cz,u_/“iik and Gill

PE st as we're Sending thiS to presSs
Fhe j/rs’% PLOFOS appear jr‘om Shangﬁa//
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My brother and 1 decided to surprise our
mum, as she is a huge Michael Ball fan and
long-time member of the Fan Club. Never in
our wildest dreams did we think that Michael
would have time to talk to people on the
phone as he was busy doing his DVD signing
but he did, just goes to show what a genuine
star he is! This is my mum’s account:

It was 12th November, about 6:30 when my
husband received a call from our son Scott, who
lives in London. He wanted to make sure that I
would pick up the phone when he called back in

about 10 minutes.

Sure enough the phone went and I picked
it up, a lovely voice said, ‘Is that Sandra?” I
answered, “Yes...” and he said “Its Michael Ball
here”. I said “Youve got to be kidding me!” He
replied “No!” and asked “Whats the name of
you son?” I said “Scott,” and he said Scotr was
sitting next to him and he had asked him to
speak to me.

Although I'm known for talking a lot, it left
me speechless! Michael then went on to say I had
a lovely present coming (guess I know what thar
is!) and said I have a lovely son. He then asked
how to spell my name and said it was lovely
speaking to me, lots of love and good bye.

I am and have been a Fan Club member for
many years, and now I'm walking around saying
I don't believe what happened. What a lovely
thing to do!

Dulwich DVD Signing by Sharon Scarrott

When Nikki and Sue Blackstone asked
me to accompany them to the signing
at Dulwich | decided to take them up on
their offer as | was recovering from recent
surgery. | thought the best medicine would
be to see Michael!

On arrival at Sainsburys we noticed that
there were no posters or any advertising
regarding the signing, so went to information
to check that Michael was definitely going
to be there and were relieved when they
confirmed that he would be.

Eventually some of the staff appeared
with a table and a chair and two boards that
held large posters. They had some flowers
which looked rather drab. A lady who
worked for Sainsburys came along and asked
us what flowers Michael liked so we chose

roses from their display. One of the girls
in the queue who was there to get a DVD
signed for her boss said she was a florist, so
off she went to arrange the flowers and she
did a great job.

Although the crowd was small they were
a nice bunch and we had plenty of laughs.
The staff at Sainsburys were very friendly
and excited about meeting Michael.

There was great excitement when
Michael arrived and everyone was thrilled
to see him. Nikki went up first with Sue
and | taking photos — of course there was
the usual banter from Michael. When it
was my turn | was all in a tizz as usual!
Fortunately | managed to exchange a few
words with Michael before posing for my
photo.
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Michael at Sainsburys pictured with Nikki Louise Blackstone, Nikki’s mum Sue, Sharron Scarrott and Sheila Salter.

HMV Oxford Street Signing by Joan Johnson

Whilst he was signing, a little lady came
along and asked me where she could find
the DVD’s as she would like Michael to
sign one for her. | pointed her in the right
direction and off she went. | took a photo
of her when it was her turn and her face
was a picture. | wish | knew who she was as
| would send her a copy!

The security people and HMV staff were
lovely, friendly and welcoming. A cheer
went up when Michael arrived, as he was
a little late. He had a quick photo session
with the HMV publicity team, who stayed
throughout the proceedings. Some of them
spoke to us and seemed amazed that we were
all friends because of Michael.

We went forward to see Michael one at a
time and everyone had a picture with him.
He didn’t seem to be in any rush and had a

bit of a chat with all the fans.

After seeing Michael individually, some
of us stayed and watched the proceedings.
Once everyone had been seen and there was
no longer a queue, the HMV publicity staff
were happy for us to have a group photo with
Michael on the assumption he was happy
about it — and of course he was!

All in all it was a thoroughly enjoyable

evening with Michael and some good pals.




MICHAEL ON THE TELLY

As well as appearing on This Morning and Toast Of London, there are a few things to look forward to that Michael
has already recorded, but have yet to be broadcast...

This Morning

Toast Of London Celebrity Catchphrase

The Great British Bake Off Room 101
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DO YOU HEAR THE PEOPLE SING?

Thirty years ago, the creative team of
Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel Schénberg
changed the history of musical theatre
with their masterpiece Les Misérables.
Their music was celebrated in an exclusive
concert evening, performed by a full
orchestra and choir, headlined by some of
the world’s most popular musical theatre
stars. Do You Hear The People Sing? saw
Michael return to Shanghai to perform in
a concert that featured songs from Les
Misérables, Miss Saigon and much more.
Here Michael is pictured in rehearsals and
having dinner with co-stars David Harris,
Amanda Harrison and Alain Boublil himself.

Michael recently attended the Carers
Trust Event in Claridges, where he was
pictured with Princess Anne. Jeffrey Archer
tweeted that one lucky bidder paid £4,000
to have dinner with Michael!

REMEMBERING AUDREY WILES

I'd like to pay tribute to my very dear
friend Audrey Wiles, who sadly passed
away on December |8th 2012 after a long
illness.

Audrey was a very loving mum sister,
sister-in-law and auntie who will be greatly
missed by all her family and friends.

When | first became a fan of Michael,
I was on my own. On seeing him in
Passion, Audrey and her sister-in law Gwen
stood up to let me get to my seat beside
them. During the interval we exchanged
addresses.

ON THE BALL

Later Audrey invited me to share the
same table at the first Fan Club Event |
ever attended at the Ibis hotel about 16
years ago. Since then we travelled all over
the world, including Australia and New
York.

We always had a fantastic time with all

our lovely Michael fans. | will always have
wonderful memories to treasure. | really
will miss her very much.

Rest In Peace dear Audrey.
Sweet dreams,
Nora (Charters)
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ABU DHABI - A WHIRLWIND TRIP!

First I was going, then I wasn’t but how
glad I am that I went! Wherever do I begin?
I'll try and paint a picture of the highlights
of this trip.

On arrival at Abu Dhabi airport, I
discovered that my luggage had been left
behind at Heathrow and I didn’t set eyes
on it again until 1% hours before my flight
back home. Hmm — tricky as I had only the
clothes I stood up in and one or two bare
essentials so... | would just have to fit in some
shopping!

Anyway, I arrived too late on the Friday
night for Michael’s concert and met up with
Donna and Jay for “cocktails and dancing”.
They had found a great little club in the
Souk, which was part of our complex. I have
to say that our hotel, The Traders between
The Bridges, was out of this world and
looked after us very well indeed. It was also
very good value compared to UK prices.

It was up early the next morning to catch
the free hotel shuttle bus. The bus took
Donna and Jay to look round a beautiful
mosque and me to the fantastic Marina
Shopping Mall to buy an outfit for Michael’s
Saturday concert and other necessities.

By Jen Garner

Luckily Donna and I are similar in size so
she was kind enough to help me out!

The shuttle bus trip was great as it took me
all around Abu Dhabi City and Yas Island,
so I saw quite a lot in a short space of time.
I have to say that the buildings and scenery
were superb, simply breathtaking.

It was then back to the hotel to get ready
for the evening concert. Firstly we treated
ourselves to a lovely Dim Sum meal in the
Viceroy Hotel near to the Du Forum venue.
Before we knew it, it was time to welcome
the orchestra, Adrian, Soophia and Alice
and of course Michael on to the stage and
WOWEE - what a reception they got!

It was perfectly lovely and with such
a feeling of pride that song after song was
received with heartfelt enthusiasm. I don’t
know if the rest of the audience knew exactly
what to expect (and really nor did we) but
they responded magnificently. “Michael and
Team” seemed to soar higher and higher on
the waves of clapping and cheering. Except
for the addition of ‘Help Yourself” the set
list was the same as Audley End so I won't

repeat it.

Michael chatted happily and comfortably
between performing. He mentioned his
Olivier Awards and said hed cheated a bit
over ‘The Prayer’ and that hed included it
because he loved it, although it was the only
one not from a musical. One and all loved
him and his team.

At the end, as always, he invited everyone
up to dance and needless to say a few of us
went to the front to party! I looked around
and saw most of the audience on their feet
dancing in their seats. They were possibly not
sure if they should go to the front or not but
were certainly having a good time. The final
applause was deafening and I feel sure no
one had been disappointed with “The King
of The Musicals’.

Donna, Jay and I were fortunate enough
to see Michael leave and have a bit of banter
- me about my lost luggage and Donna about
her fear of flying!

Yes Michael it was Very Hot but very
worthwhile!

They say it’s a small world. Well, I sat next
to a chap now living and working in Abu
Dhabi, who recognised my accent and it

24
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turned out that he came from my hometown
in Lancashire and knew people that I knew.
Would you believe it?!

I was due to leave the hotel at 11:00 p.m.
the next day (Sunday) — so no time to lose.
The day was spent swimming in the Persian
Gulf, a boat trip around our complex, a
browse around the Souk (Market) and a
lovely lunch and cockeails at our hotel. Then
we were off “on safari” for five hours. This
entailed Dune-Bashing in big 4 x 4’s, which
was terrifying but brilliant. We also tried sand
surfing, camel riding, belly dancing, Henna
tattoos, dressing up in Burkas, eating and
thoroughly enjoying ourselves. In no time at
all T was taking a quick taxi ride to the airport
hoping to be re-united with my luggage and

at the very last minute it was safely retrieved.

GULF NEWS CONCERT REVIEW

ON THE BALL

Donna and Jay had to be the photographers
as, guess what, my camera was in my case.

Ah well, all’s well that ends well!

It was a hot and totally wonderful

Michael on Classic FM Abu Dhabi

experience and I'm so glad that I went to Abu
Dhabi. Thank you Mr.Ball for taking me to

new and exciting places.

Assalamu alaikum!
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Here’s Michael when he appeared in Spamalot as the
celebrity Voice of God. He joined Bonnie Langford and the
rest of the cast for one night only when they finished the
show with “Always Look on the Bright Side”.

TOUCHING MICHAEL'S BOTTOM!

| thought | must drop you a few lines
regarding my mother, Shirley Bulleyment,
who is a member of the Fan Club.

Shirley appeared on the Alan
Titchmarsh programme aired on Friday

20 September 2013 with Michael Ball,
Coleen Nolan and Alan Titchmarch.

She was originally just in the audience
but they asked for volunteers who may
have a confession to make to go into a

confessional box alongside Coleen. This is
how the confession panned out:

“My name is Shirley Bulleyment from
East Yorkshire and | am 74 years old. My
confession is that recently | touched a young
man’s bottom.

“l touched it because | had been accused
by the young man for touching his bottom
(which | had not done) but | thought if I've
been accused of it, I'm going to do it now
anyway!

“The young man in question was Michael
Ball”

With this, the confessional curtain was
removed to reveal my mum, who then
made her way to Michael!

| have attached a photograph when my
mum and friend Pauline attended a meet
and greet with Michael and this is when

the incident happened.
Lesley Webb
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THE MICHAEL BALL MOVING
FAN CLUB ONLINE HOUSE?

Don't forget to let us
have your new address so

www.mbfc.co.uk you don’t miss out on any
important information.

You can find our website at

Our site features a very active forum where many a debate has

gone on between fans from all over the world. You can also find all Please remember to
the latest news and photos - why not check it out today? enclose a stamped
addressed envelope if
There is also a Fan Club Members Forum for fan club members you want a reply to your

only. The password to access it is ‘FIFTYONESI. letter.
IMPORTANT!

Please remember to
use the correct postage
when sending items to

the fan club, especially if
your envelope is larger
than 240mm x 165mm
as it costs more than the
standard size!

NO MORE NEWS LEAFLETS?
DON'T FORGET THE INFOLINE!

The Fan Club annouced in April it was restructuring the membership

system, no longer offering a service where news items are posted out. The

news is often outdated by the time the news leaflets are typed, printed

and dispatched, and with email updates available within hours of the

news being announced, the cost of print and postage was an unnecessary
INFOLINE

expense.
NUMBER

Some fans expressed concern that they may not have email or internet
access. You can register a relative’s email address who can pass any news

on to you. Alternatively, don’t forget the Fan Club offers the Infoline! 0871 221 781 1

Simply call the Infoline number to hear what Michael is up to, news
about concerts or where you can see him. Every Infoline bulletin is dated,
so it’s easy to keep up to date with what’s going on!
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